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GOES TO THE PRINTER  
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The driving season got underway last 
weekend with the FBHVC’s “Drive It 
Day”.  There was a really good turnout 
of vehicles, around thirty in all with 
many non members taking part.  The 
run followed a route through Inverness, 
across the Black Isle to Dingwall via 
the Cromarty Bridge and then south 
through Conon Bridge, Muir of Ord 
and Beauly to The Old North Inn for 
some traditional tyre kicking and 
lunch. 
 
Car of the day had to be Jim Mackay’s 
Austin now fitted with the original 
factory option of air conditioning.  This 
was very rare in it’s day, the only 
disadvantage being that you needed to 
carry a very long extension lead! (see 
back cover) 
 
Many thanks must go to Miles and 
Callum for organising the fliers and 
publicity for the event (I even had an 
email from a friend in Suffolk saying 
that he had seen us mentioned in 
Saturday’s Daily Telegraph motoring 

supplement). 
 
Work on the Grantura’s wiring has 
finally started, I spent a very happy 
couple of hours upside down with my 
head in the driver’s footwell sorting out 
the instrument lighting the other day. 
Ah the joys. 
 
This months meeting should be 
interesting, a visit to the Aviation 
Museum at Dalcross (details 
elsewhere).  See you there.   
 
 
Michael 
michael.oz@btopenworld.com 

THE CHAIRMAN’S BIT 

This Months Meeting 
Thursday 7th May at 8pm 

 

Aviation Museum—Dalcross 
(follow the signs at Inverness Airport) 
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Hello, 
  I’ve taken the plunge and entered the Burton 
in the inaugural Inverness ’Classic’ Vehicle 
Show in a couple of weeks.  The description of 
this event seems to change in every advert I 
see for it.  They’re now welcoming all cars 20 
years or older– so I just sneak in by a whisker.  
I’ll do a write-up of the event in the next 
newsletter.  
 
The FBHVC ‘Drive it Day’ has been and gone, 
and we had about 30 cars from all over the 
Highlands.  Thanks to Miles for spreading the 
news so thoroughly on his travels.  Watch out 
in the ‘Motors North’ for some photographs 
from the day. 
 
The May meeting is to the Aviation Museum at 
Dalcross Airport 7:30 for 8pm.  Now that the 
nights are stretching out, it should be a good 
evening.  
 
I’ve been in touch with Mike Brayshaw from a 
new ‘Classic Car’ club  based in Lochaber.   

They’re quite keen to do a joint trip 
somewhere—maybe towards Fort Augustus 
one Sunday lunchtime?  In the meantime, have 
a look at their website at: www.lochabercar.org 
 
If you don’t see me at the monthly meetings, 
you can write to me at the address inside the 
front cover, or email me direct at 
ClassicScene@bevs.org 
 
  Callum 
 

EDITORIAL 

 
Classic Vehicles on City Streets 

 

Inverness City Centre is set to be the venue for an exciting Classic Vehicle Show. The Show 
will host vehicles from 1910 right up to 1989 and will take place on the 9th of May from 10am 
to 5pm. Although the organisers of the event have already had quite a bit of interest from people 
wanting to drive up to Inverness to show off their cars from as far away as London, they are 
calling on any local enthusiasts to get in touch. 
 
Inverness Business Improvement District (BID) are asking local classic vehicle owners to come 
forward and register their interest in taking part in the event. The 
organisers have six categories that they are interested in. 
 
    * Classic Motorbikes and Classic Bicycles 
    * Classic Vehicles built between 1910 and 1920 
    * Classic Vehicles built between 1920 and 1930 
    * Classic Vehicles built between 1930 and 1940 
    * Classic Vehicles built between 1940 and 1989 
    * Classic Agricultural Vehicles.  
 
Any classic vehicle owner interested in taking part should contact Inverness BID office on 
01463 714550 or info@invernessbid.co.uk 
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Here are some details of 2009 local events that may be of interest to our members 
 
 
 
May 
2nd              Highlands Historic Commercial Vehicle Road Run.  Starts in Inverness 
9th               Inverness Classic Motor Show 10am-5pm 
 
June 
1st                Motorfun classic rally with fun run.  George West, Rally Sec 01343     
                    543716 
7th               Fraserburgh Vintage Car Rally 12-5pm 
21st              Tain Vintage Vehicle Rally, Glenmorangie Field, Tain 
 
July 
11th/12th     Scottish Transport Extravaganza at Glamis Castle 
19th             Forres Theme Day—Veteran, Vintage and Classic Vehicle Show 
19th             Knockhill Classic SpeedFair 
 
August 
2nd              Moray Muscle Show, Inchberry Hall, Mosstodloch 
9th               Historic Wheels Rally—Brodie Castle 
29th             Fortrose Classic Rally and Fun Day 
29th/30th     Auto Spirit—Culzean Castle 
 
September 
5th               Dingwall Street Fair 
6th               Motor Mania—Grantown on Spey 
19th             Working Vintage Rally and Display, Daviot Fram, Nr Inverness 
19th/20th     Selkirk Rally 
 
October 
3rd/4th         Fraserburgh East to West Commercial Run 
 

If you notice any errors or omissions, please let the editor know. 
 
 

Local Events Diary 
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Has anyone mislaid a BMW Bubble 
Car, with the registration SSK 141, 
because I’ve found it?  For some 
reason it now seems to reside on the 
roof of an Auction House in Seton, 
near Edinburgh, presumably as some 
form of advertising instrument. 
 
I spotted it up there on a recent holiday 
where as usual I’ve managed to take 
more photographs of rotting old cars 
than of my, dare I say it, more 
photogenic family. 
 
Which reminds me, I must organise a 
date to redeem my voucher with the 
“Mystery Club Photographer,” (who 
kindly donated his services and Fee to 
the Club Auction in January), I’ll give 
you a call soon Mr. Finlay! 
 
I must have been good recently 
because in the space of one ten day 
break I managed to visit two Motor 
Museums and have a ride on a Steam 
Train!  However, I wasn’t alone in my 
excitement; I’m sure the children 
showed similar levels to me during the 
hour long excursion between Bo’ness 

and Kinneil, especially after the 
purchase of a Thomas the Tank Engine 
flag and whistle. 
 
Although I do think the language 
employed by the Train Guard whilst 
trying to get them stopped from being 
used continually throughout the 
journey was a little bit colourful – I 
mean, I don’t think I was annoying the 
other passengers that much! 
 
Anyway, I am sure the train ride would 
have brought back many steam era 
memories for some of our more senior 
club members.  I, on the other hand, 
am far too young for that, so the best 
bit for me was the looks on my 
children’s faces when they stood on the 
Bo’ness Bridge to watch the train pass 
under it and of course were enveloped 
in a huge puff of smoke that they were 
not expecting!  Highly amusing. 
 
Oh yes Bo’ness.  Mr, Silver had 
written so eloquently about its Motor 
Museum and as we were so near (well, 
once the DVD starts in the back of the 
car the kids have no idea of how far we 
have travelled) I just had to pop in, but 
you Chris, had failed to mention the 
most important, and cleverest bit about 
the experience….the Soft Play Jungle 
Gym and don’t tell me you weren’t 
tempted! 
 
So, with the children happily playing 
softly, I had plenty of time for a good 
old wander and very good it was too. 

Miles’ Meanderings 
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My penance for all this selfish 
enjoyment was in the form of a trip to 
the children’s evening entertainment in 
the “Show bar” at our Holiday Park. 
 
“Britain’s Got Talent” it wasn’t! 
 
I still have nightmares where I am 

standing on my chair singing 
“Y.M.C.A.” (and doing the actions) 
surrounded by the great beer pitcher 
swilling, tattooed, unwashed female 
masses of some northern English city 
whose sugared up offspring are 
running uncontrolled between the 
tables while supping on two foot high, 

refillable for £2, plastic containers and 
towing a toddler who should have been 
in bed four hours ago! 
 
I may not remember Steam but I’m 
definitely getting too old for this Sh#t! 
 
The only hangover cure for that was 
going to be a peaceful stroll around the 
nearby Myreton Motor Museum, 
which really was just up the road from 
our holiday base, at Aberlady.  I had 
stumbled upon it on a previous visit to 
the area about five years ago. 
  
“A Trip Down Memory Lane” the 
leaflet announces. 
 
It continues, “A large collection dating 
from 1899 to the 1970’s. On display 
are cars, bicycles, motorcycles, 
commercials, period advertising, 
posters, enamel signs, pedal cars, 
petrol pumps and other related 
automobilia. 
 
It does not lie either.  Housed in a 
rather dilapidated collection of old 
farm buildings it is quit basic in its 
presentation but this does not matter 
because the contents are highly 
interesting.  It may not have the big 
budget, glitzy feel of some other motor 
museums out there but then we are 
here for the exhibits. 
 
When it says in the leaflet that it has all 
of the above, it does not disappoint.  
Along side   the 30 odd cars there are 
over a dozen motorcycles, numerous 
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bicycles, 100’s of signs and 50 or so 
Petrol Pump Globes.  Then in various 
display cabinets there are tons of 
interesting motoring knick-knacks 
from driving licences and oil cans to 
tyres and period accessories. 
 
The cars are an interesting collection, 
nothing too exotic, just lots of stuff 
you’d actually have seen on the roads 
over the years or even owned, as long 
as that includes Sunbeam, MG, Morris, 
Wolsley, Ford and Singer for example.  
There are also a number of oddities and 
rarities to entertain, but I’ll not spoil 
the surprise, except to say “Ming 
Campbell’s Jaguar XJS!” 
 
So whether you are a four wheel, two 
wheel or pedal power fan there really is 
lots to see for you all.  See 
www.myretonmotormuseum.co.uk for 
details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I did come away, however, thinking 
that we are missing a trick and could 
probably do something up here of a 
similar nature.  All we’d need would be 
Tom’s Shed, polish up a few Highland 
Heaps and then fill it with the contents 
of Andy’s Museum and Ranald’s 
Garage, we could make a killing.  We 
just need volunteers to sit outside in an 
old caravan drinking copious amounts 
of tea all day while taking £7 a pop 
from the unsuspecting public. 
 
Finally, does any one know this fellow 
on the left?  The picture is part of one 
that hangs on the wall at Myreton and 
is of what seems to be a large gathering 
of Driving Instructors from around 
Scotland; this fellow seems to be our 
local representative with his desirable 
Inverness Registration “LST 112.”  
 
Miles 
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FOR SALE….FOR SALE….FOR SALE….FOR SALE…. 

TRIUMPH STAG………………..£6 K 
 
VW BEETLE……………………..£800 – £900 
 
MGF……………………………….£1600 
 
(UNREGISTERED) SCOOTER...£950 
 
CONTACT IAIN McHARDY ON 01463 783812 
 
Sorry, I don’t have more details as Iain dropped at the end of the Drive it Day run and 
asked if I knew anyone that might wish to buy these and I said I’d try you lot, so if any-
thing grabs your attention give him a bell.  Some of you may know him through his 
firm Beauly Plumbing. 
 
Miles 
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‘Drive It Day’ 2009 
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Back in the pre-war years, car 
manufacturers adopted distinctive 
radiator shapes and badge designs to 
ensure recognition of their products 
even if they were fitted with bodies 
that looked very much like those on 
other cars. Alvis used an inverted red 
triangle badge and it was a passing 
glimpse of this device on an Alvis 
fitted with an alien body that began my 
long association with this marque, 
famous for making quality sporting 
cars throughout its 47 years of 
production.  
 
My family lived in Brora in the 1960s, 
not exactly teeming with desirable pre-
war cars. I was still at school, and had 
not yet passed my driving test, but I 
was allowed to drive the parental 
Volvo 122S on family outings. It was 
on one such in the spring of 1967 that I 
spotted an old saloon in the yard at the 

back of Paterson’s garage in Lairg. 
Immediately I spotted the inverted red 
triangle on the radiator and knew that it 
was an Alvis and therefore a worthy 
car. I was not allowed to stop for a 
close examination, but Father made 
enquiries through a colleague and the 
news came back that it was indeed an 
Alvis, a 1932 12/60 in fact, and that it 
could be mine for £20! The bad news 
was that the body was not the original, 
being off a Vauxhall Light Six of 
slightly later vintage.  Nevertheless, it 

GG 8018 
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seemed to merit further investigation, 
so an expedition was mounted. I didn’t 
know how to assess a car in those days, 
but it was at least complete and the 
Alvis parts looked sound, although it 
had not been run for some years. The 
Vauxhall body was not in bad shape 
either, but we weren’t interested in 
that. Of course I didn’t have £20, but 
not for the last time my parents came to 
the rescue. 
 
So the deal was done, the £20 included 
delivery from Lairg to Brora where it 
was deposited in the field which went 
with my parents’ house. In the interim I 
had passed my driving test, though I 
knew the Alvis was not roadworthy or 
even running. My school friends were 
very sceptical, those from Lairg knew 
the car and one exclaimed “Have you 

seen where the accelerator pedal is?” 
Alvises up to about 1935 have a centre 
throttle, a not uncommon feature of the 
time. I was proud of this, and the right 
hand gate change of the gearbox, 
regarding these fittings as evidence of 
quality and sporting pedigree. The 
registration was a Glasgow one, GG 
8018. 
 
If truth be told, the car didn’t look bad 
with the Vauxhall body, which was 
probably better made than the 
Carbodies original. The 20 inch wire 
wheels of the Alvis had been retained, 
along with the original flowing front 
mudguards, the Alvis radiator and the 
free standing Rotax headlamps. I was 
told that the car had belonged to a 
Glasgow family who had come to the 
North on holiday but had suffered an 
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accident which destroyed the original 
body but left the mechanical parts 
unscathed. James Paterson married the 
Alvis chassis with the Vauxhall body 
which had outlived its chassis and used 
the resulting mongrel as a taxi for 
many years, until the threads on one of 
the knock-on hubs became so worn that 
the wheel would not stay on. Actually 
the body was very well mounted, a new 
bonnet having been made up with the 
original Alvis louvres, and the Alvis 
instrument panel with its multitude of 
dials fitted into the Vauxhall 
dashboard. The Alvis fuel tank was 
missing, and a venerable scuttle tank 
off something scrapped long ago 
occupied most of the boot. The petrol 
gauge on the panel didn’t work with 
this, so the operational gauge consisted 
of a piece of hardwood scribed at 1 
gallon intervals, accurate and trouble 
free but not very convenient. GG 8018 
proved to be the fourth from last of the 
long-running 12/50 and 12/60 series 
which was the foundation of Alvis’ 
reputation.  
 
With the help of some slightly more 
mechanically literate friends, I 
eventually got it running, but very 
badly with much misfiring. The starter 
motor was missing so each time we ran 
it the Armstrong starter was pressed 
into service. I was quite good at this, 
having had lots of practice at the 
vicious 1930s 20” Atco lawnmower 
which had outlived many more modern 
devices in out garden shed. My father 

was and is an electrical wizard, and he 
made the peculiar SU Petrolift 
pumping device work beautifully. The 
plug leads had been missing, so we’d 
made some up with bits from the local 
garage. I thought all four cylinder cars 
fired 1-3-4-2 and fitted the leads 
accordingly, but Munro McLeod tried 
1-2-4-3 and it ran a lot better. The oil 
was drained and refilled with the 
specified 3 quarts, but the float-and-rod 
gauge went up to 4 quarts. It then 
dawned on me that this was because 

there was a quart of sludge in the 
sump. So the sump came off, done over 
the pit in my parents’ garage when I 
was home for the Christmas vacation 
from university. I was keen in those 
days, it was so cold that my skin froze 
to the spanner as I undid the multitude 
of bolts holding the sump on. I 
inspected the innards of the engine 
with a torch and noted conrods 1,2,3 
and 4 were in their respective places. 
Little did I know how unusual this was 
in a vintage Alvis engine. All of the 
12/50 derivatives I’ve been inside 
subsequently had foreigners inserted 
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after blow-ups. The engine did still 
misfire a bit, and we discovered this 
was because the valve rockers were 
seizing on their shaft as the oilway 
along it was blocked with stuff of the 
consistency of concrete.  
 
I really didn’t know much about old 
cars. The application of hindsight says 
I should have got the car on the road as 
it was, tidied up the body and 
paintwork as a running restoration until 
funds permitted contemplation of a 
rebody. What I actually did was to 
throw away the perfectly sound and 
well made Vauxhall body and take the 
rest of the car to pieces.  
 
For many classic cars this would have 
presaged the end of the story: the 
enthusiast loses interest, bits are lost, a 
house move is imminent and the 
remainder is dispersed to the four 
winds as spares. In this case Father 
kept the bits, always intending a 
restoration. This was actually started in 
the early 1980s. I had (and still have) 
another 12/60 with its original two seat 
sports body. This was undergoing some 
major repairs to the frame at the time 
and it was opportune to have a 
duplicate ash frame built. Still the pile 
of bits languished until in the late ‘80s 
old car prices went through the roof 
and a professional rebuild looked 
feasible (it never is, you live and 
learn). This was done and GG 8018 
emerged as a smart and pretty well 
correct 12/60 Beetleback. Father did 
much work on the trim and I made it 

go properly, enjoying some fine runs 
through the countryside. Inevitably the 
costs had overrun and the decision was 
reluctantly taken to recoup what we 
could, so the car was advertised and 
sold very quickly to one Charles 
Windsor (not THAT Charles 
Windsor!).  
 
Charles has carried out further 
improvements and relentlessly 
campaigned GG 8018 throughout 
Europe on many rallies . She could not 
have gone to a better and more 
appreciative home. The radiator, 
complete with badge and stoneguard, is 
a brave and beautiful thing.  
 
Robin Gilbert 
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Highland Heaps 
Restoration projects spotted in and around the 

Highlands.   

Knockfarrel Austin 

Knockfarrel Imp 

If you’re brave enough to want to rescue one these ‘heaps’, contact the editor for more info 
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Jim MacKays latest camper conversion 

Indian ’Enfield’ combination seen outside Borders 


